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JAVA 1.4
As of Java 1.4 JComboBox supports a prototype display value. Without a prototype display value JComboBox would configure a renderer for each cell. This can be a performance bottleneck when there is a large number of items. If a prototype display value is used, only one renderer is configured and it is used for each cell. The prototype display value is configured by passing an Object to JComboBox’s setPrototypeDisplayValue() method.

For example, if you want your JComboBox’s cells to be no wider than what is required to display 10 ‘X’ characters, you can do the following:

  myJComboBox.setPrototypeDisplayValue(

    new String(“XXXXXXXXXX”));
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JAVA 1.4
As of Java 1.4 you can add a PopupMenuListener to JComboBox to listen for PopupMenuEvents; these occur whenever the popup is made visible, invisible or cancelled. JComboBox has the following new public methods to support usage of this new listener type: addPopupMenuListener(), removePopupMenuListener() and getPopupMenuListeners(). See sections 12.1.18 and 12.1.19 for more on PopupMenuListener and PopupMenuEvent.
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